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SUGGESTED PROGRAMME  

 
Day 1: Tuesday 16th May 2017 – Welcome to Ireland 
  
Arrive at Dublin Airport and meet with your driver/guide and transfer to Dublin City Centre.  
 
On arrival in Dublin enjoy a panoramic city tour 
Enjoy a panoramic tour of Dublin City. Here you will discover the north and south side of the River Liffey. This 
area offers great striking monuments such as the GPO (General Post Office) on the city main thoroughfare, 
O'Connell Street, or the Custom House along the quays, as well as the Phoenix Park, the largest public park in 
Europe. The south side appears more sophisticated with its vast Georgian squares, such as Merrion Square, 
where Oscar Wilde’s House can still be found (today owned by an American College), its colourful doors, 
along with Grafton Street and its quality shops. Not so far from St. Stephen’s Green, in Kildare St., you will see 
the house of Bram Stoker, the author of Dracula. This part of the city is also dominated by the students of 
Trinity College, where the famous book of Kells is permanently exhibited in its library. The university is facing 
the medieval district where Dublin Castle and the two Anglican Cathedrals can be found. 
 
Visit Trinity College and Book of Kells  
Thomas Burgh built the Old Library building in the 18th century. Today it houses one of Ireland’s most 
illustrious books, the 9th century “Book of Kells”. Before viewing the famous book visitors pass through an 
excellent exhibition based on the Book of Kells and other important books written in monasteries around 
Ireland from the 9th century. After viewing the Book of Kells visitors are invited to visit the Long Room built in 
1745. Once the principal library of the University, it now contains over two hundred thousand books and 
manuscripts of the Trinity’s oldest volumes. Brian Boru’s harp said to be the “ oldest harp in Ireland” and a 
copy of the 1916 proclamation, one of the most important documents relating to Irish history are also on 
display in the Long Room.  
 
Check into your hotel. Please note check in may not be possible before 15h00. 
 
Enjoy the balance of your day at leisure. 
 
Tonight enjoy a welcome dinner at your hotel.  
 
Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at your hotel in Dublin or area 
 
Day 2: Wednesday 17th May 2017 – Boyne Valley   
 
Today take a trip to the Boyne Valley 
 
En route visit Bru na Boinne Visitor Centre 
Brú Na Bóinne Visitor Centre is designed to present the archaeological heritage of the Boyne Valley, which 
includes the fascinating megalithic passage tombs of Newgrange and Knowth. The extensive exhibition 
includes a full-scale replica of the chamber at Newgrange as well as a full model of one of the smaller tombs at 
Knowth. The centre is the starting point for all visits to both monuments, and contains extensive interpretative 
displays and viewing areas. It also includes a café / restaurant. 
 
Visit Newgrange 
The Megalithic Passage Tomb at Newgrange was built about 3200 BC. The kidney shaped mound covers an 
area of over one-acre and is surrounded by 97 kerbstones, some of which are richly decorated with megalithic 
art. The 19 Metre long inner passage leads to a cruciform chamber with a corbelled roof. It is estimated that 
the construction of the Passage Tomb at Newgrange would have taken a work force of 300 at least 20 years. 
The passage and chamber of Newgrange are illuminated by the winter solstice sunrise. A shaft of sunlight 
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shines through the roof box over the entrance and penetrates the passage to light up the chamber. The 
dramatic event lasts for 17 minutes at dawn from the 19th to the 23rd of December. 
 
See also Knowth 
The Great Mound was built over 5000 years ago, probably after the construction of Newgrange and before the 
construction of Dowth. The Great Mound at Knowth is similar in size to Newgrange and is surrounded by 18 
smaller satellite mounds. The Great Mound has two passages with entrances on opposite sides, the western 
passage is 34 metres long and the eastern passage is 40 Metres long, ending with a cruciform chamber. 
 
As you may be aware the government have put restrictions on how many people can visit these sites 
per year, therefore group bookings can be difficult to secure at times. We will endeavour to 
accommodate your group at time of booking. 
 
Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at your hotel in Dublin or area 
 
Day 3: Thursday 18th May 2017 – Dublin to Belfast 
 
This morning depart Dublin and journey to Belfast. 
 
En-route visit Ballynoe Stone Circle 
Ballynoe Stone Circle is a stone circle situated in the small hamlet of Ballynoe, 4 km south of Downpatrick, in 
County Down. It is near the disused railway station, reached by a long footpath off the main road. It is a large 
and impressive circle lying in cultivated lowland, less than 100 ft above sea level. It is a large and complex site 
which appears as a large circle of over 50 closely spaced upright stones, some as much as six feet tall, with 
some small gaps, surrounding a space about 110 ft across. The site is the result of long development and a 
late Neolithic to earlier Bronze Age date range is likely, as it seems to span several different building phases. 
The mound was excavated in 1937-38 by Dutch archaeologist, Dr. AE Van Giffen, who died before publishing 
his examination of the site. The excavation concentrated on the mound, finding stone cists containing 
cremated bones. The only pottery recovered was from a small cremation pocket outside the mound and was a 
decorated rim sherd of Carrowkeel (passage grave) ware.  
 
On arrival in Belfast enjoy a panoramic city tour 
A guided city tour is an excellent way to discover Belfast City.  The tour will take in the leaning Albert Memorial 
Clock tower (Irelands answer to the Tower of Pisa) and the Opera House, which is one of Belfast’s great 
landmarks. Your tour will pass by the City Hall, the Opera house, The Crown Bar (dates from 1885), Queens 
University and the Botanic Gardens.  Some tours will take in a visit to the Harland and Wolfe Shipyard, where 
the Titanic was built and launched in 1912.  A visit to the Shankill and Falls road will be of interest as it will give 
the visitor an indication of how life was in Belfast during the troubles.  
 
Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at your hotel in Belfast or area 
 
Day 4: Friday 19th May 2017 – Belfast to Derry 
 
This morning depart Belfast and journey to Derry. 
 
En-route journey through the Dark Hedges of Armoy 
 
Visit the Giant’s Causeway 
Encounter Northern Ireland’s favourite giant Finn McCool at the new Giants Causeway Visitor centre on the 
North Antrim coast which opened in the summer of 2012. According to legend Finn McCool created the Giants 
Causeway by building stepping stones to Scotland to challenge the Scottish giant Benandonner! The new 
Visitor centre explores the major themes of mythology, geology, landscape, ecology, culture and social history 
based on the UNESCO World Heritage site that consists of 40,000 basalt polygonal columns formed 60 million 
years ago after a volcanic eruption. There are various interactive exhibits and short video presentations within 
five designated interpretive exhibition areas and the self guided visit will culminate with a spectacular two 
minutes audio-visual projection of a volcanic eruption flowing over the walls and onto the floor. Other services 
and facilities include a large craft and souvenir shop, Tourist Information and restaurant. To enhance the wider 
visitor experience around the site, a hand held audio guide is available in a range of languages which will bring 
the wider World Heritage Site to life and inform visitors of unique features to look out for across this amazing 
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landscape. Guided tours of the site are also available. The walks and trails around the World Heritage Site 
have been upgraded, with the addition of a new accessible cliff top walk for families and people with 
disabilities. In 2015, Conde Nast Traveler magazine included hopping the stones of the Giant's Causeway as 
one of the '50 things to do in Europe before you die'. 
 
 
Then visit Dunluce Castle & Mermaids Cave 
Dunluce Castle is situated on the Antrim Coast, 5 kilometres east of Portrush and 3.5 kilometres west of 
Bushmills. The roofless ruins are breath-taking especially at dusk, or in the sunshine with the white chalk cliffs 
of Portrush close by. It was the former home of the clans McQuillan and MacDonnell. 
 
Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at your hotel in Derry or area. 
 
Day 5: Saturday 20th May 2017 – Derry to Galway 
 
This morning depart Derry and journey to Galway. 
 
En-route visit Carrowmore Megalithic Cemetery 
Carrowmore Cemetery has over 60 stone circle and passage tombs making it one of the largest Stone Age 
cemeteries in Europe. It is also among Ireland’s oldest cemetery of megalithic tombs, with monuments ranging 
from an amazing 5,500 to 6,500 years old. Archaeologists have recorded over 60 tombs of which 30 are 
visible. A restored cottage houses an exhibition relating to the site.  
 
Then stop at Knocknarea Cairn 
Knocknarea Cairn is situated 2km north of Carrowmore, in County Sligo. The 327 metre high Knocknarea 
mountain dominates the Cuil Irra peninsula. Sitting on top is Queen Maeve's Cairn, a neolithic passage tomb. 
Around 1000 years younger than Carrowmore, the huge cairn is said to be the grave of the legendary Queen 
Maeve, an important figure in early Irish folklore. The cairn is 40,000 tonnes of stone, 55 metres wide by 10 
metres high, and has never been excavated, despite speculation that a tomb on the scale of the one at 
Newgrange lies buried below. There are several smaller tombs scattered around the mountainside, amongst 
them the small passage tombs at Knocknarea north and Knocknarea south. 
 
Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at your hotel in Galway or area. 
 
Day 6: Sunday 21st May 2017 – Aran Islands 
 
This morning take the ferry from Rossaveal to the island of Inis Mor 
 
Enjoy a minibus tour of the island and visit Dun Aengus 
Perched spectacularly on a cliff overlooking the Atlantic ocean, this is the largest of the prehistoric stone forts 
of the Aran Islands. It is enclosed by three massive dry-stone walls and a "chevaux-de-frise" consisting of tall 
blocks of limestone set vertically into the ground to deter attackers. The fort is about 900m from the Visitor 
Centre and is approached over rising ground. There is access for visitors with disabilities to the Visitor Centre 
but the route to the fort is over rough terrain in parts that is not suitable for wheelchairs. The small visitor 
centre contains some displays on the history and geology of the area. 
 
Spend some time at leisure and then return to Galway. 
 
Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at your hotel in Galway or area. 
 
Day 7: Monday 22nd May 2017 – Galway to Kerry 
 
This morning depart Galway and journey to County Kerry. 
 
En-route journey through the Burren Region 
The Burren, part of which forms the 100 square km Burren National Park, is a unique place. It is a Karst 
limestone region of approximately 300 sq. km, which lies in the north west corner of Co Clare. It is composed 
of limestone pavements, which have been eroded to a distinctive pattern.  This pavement is criss-crossed by 
cracks known as grykes in which grow a myriad of wild flora and under which are huge caves and rivers which 
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suddenly flood when it rains. The Burren contains dozens of megalithic tombs and Celtic crosses as well as a 
ruined Cistercian Abbey dating back to the 12th century.  You will discover small villages abandoned during 
the famine period and green roads on which you can walk for miles without ever seeing a car.  The flora on the 
Burren is a mixture Arctic and Mediterranean and rare flowers such as gentian, orchids and bloody cranesbill 
are the rule rather than the exception. The Burren is truly an exceptional part of Ireland.  
 
Enjoy a photo stop at Poulnabrone Dolmen 
The Poulnabrone Dolmen is among the most famous landmarks in the Burren, in County Clare. The 
remarkable image of the sun setting through this dolmen is one of those most commonly associated with the 
area. The dolmen is surrounded by the characteristic Burren limestone pavement where a patient visitor may 
find examples of the famous Burren flora. The dolmen itself is located a short walk from the road, 
approximately one hundred metres, and is 1 km north of Caherconnell. 
 
Then visit the Cliffs of Moher 
Situated on the Atlantic Ocean and bordering the Burren region, the Cliffs of Moher are one of Ireland's most 
spectacular sights. Standing 230 metres above the ground at their highest point and 8km long, the Cliffs boast 
one of the most amazing views in Ireland. On a clear day, the Aran Islands are visible in Galway Bay as well 
as the valleys and hills of Connemara. The cliffs reach their highest point just north of O' Brien's Tower built by 
Cornelius O’ Brien, a descendant of Brian Boru, to entertain his lady friends. A visit of the tower is also 
possible. Atlantic Edge is the exciting new interpretive centre at the Cliffs of Moher and is built into the natural 
landscape. The centre is a huge domed cave that contains images, exhibits, displays & experiences exploring 
different elements of the mighty Cliffs of Moher: Ocean, Rock, Nature and Man.  
 
Take the Shannon Car Ferry and continue to your hotel in Kerry. 
 
Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at your hotel in Kerry or area. 
 
Day 8: Tuesday 23rd May 2017 – Dingle Peninsula  
 
Today enjoy a tour of the Dingle Peninsula 
Today you will explore the Dingle Peninsula. Some of the finest coastal scenery to be seen in Ireland can be 
found in West Kerry, on the Dingle Peninsula, the most northern of the Kerry Peninsulas. This peninsula is 
famous for its Celtic, pre-Christian monuments and Christian churches. It is also a ‘Gaeltacht' (Irish speaking) 
area, where the Irish language and traditional ways of life are preserved.  Dingle town itself is a thriving fishing 
town and offers plenty of opportunity for shopping or simply savouring the atmosphere of a typical country Irish 
town with its plentiful pubs, narrow streets and busy harbour.  The road around the Peninsula is truly 
spectacular. It passes through a chain of Mountains, called Slieve Mish. From Inch, a long beach bordered by 
dunes and made famous by David Lean’s movie “Ryan’s daughter,” admire the Iveragh Peninsula and 
Rossbeigh Beach. From Dingle, drive around the coast to Slea Head. Here the blue of the marine landscape 
surrounds the Blasket Islands, deserted since 1953. In the distance are the two rocky Skellig islands, where 
the ruins of an early Christian Monastery can be found. The Dingle Peninsula will charm you with its villages 
painted in bright colours and will bewitch you with the dramatic beauty of its landscapes. 
 
Visit the Gallarus Oratory 
Gallarus Oratory is the most impressive early Christian monument on the Dingle peninsula. It has withstood 
the passage of time for over 1200 years. Built in the shape of an upturned boat, the oratory formed part of a 
larger monastic site and was used as a place of prayer and reflection.  With its small entrance doorway and 
round-headed east-facing window, it is an excellent example of dry stone construction. Gallarus Oratory visitor 
centre offers visitors the opportunity to explore Gallarus Oratory and also see a Audio Visual presentation on 
the surrounding area. There is a shop offering souvenirs and some refreshments located in the main centre. 
 
Then enjoy a sheepdog demonstration 
Now located in the Slea Head Famine Cottages are working sheepdog performances. Visitors can view a local 
sheep-farmer skilfully working his sheepdogs in gathering and controlling sheep movement. This skill has been 
handed down from generation to generation as sheep have been kept here on Mount Eagle for hundreds of 
years. Visitors are also given valuable insights into the sheep-farmers way of working. Learn how local farmers 
could forecast the weather long go, tell the time when many of the poor could not afford a watch, or even how 
they managed to communicate with relatives living ten miles away. 
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Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at your hotel in Kerry or area. 
 
Day 9: Wednesday 24th May 2017 – Kerry to Dublin 
 
This morning depart Kerry and journey to Dublin. 
 
En-route visit Blarney Castle 
Attracting visitors from all over the world, Blarney Castle is situated in Blarney village, 8 km from Cork City. An 
ancient stronghold of the McCarthy's, Lords of Muskerry, it is one of Ireland's oldest and most historic castles, 
and indeed one of the strongest fortresses in Munster.  Built in 1446, Blarney Castle is famous for its Blarney 
stone, The Stone of Eloquence, which is traditionally believed, to have the power to bestow the gift of 
eloquence on all those who kiss it. Many legends tell the story of the Stone, but why not kiss it and find out the 
truth behind the legend. The Castle gardens covering 60 acres of land are under constant change and over the 
past few years, a water garden, fern garden and poison garden have been developed and are all open to the 
visitor. 
 
Enjoy some time for shopping at Blarney Woollen Mills 
The presence of the Woollen Mills during the famine shielded Blarney from the worst effects of the famine, due 
to its employment of local workers. The success story at the mills continued until a disastrous fire in 1869. By 
August 1871, the mill was once again operational with a labour force of 222. In 1976 Chris Kelleher, himself a 
mill worker, bought the old mill property. Within a short period of time Chris and his family transformed the mill 
into what is perhaps the largest quality craft shop in Ireland.  
 
Overnight, dinner, bed and breakfast at your hotel in Dublin or area. 
 
Day 9: Thursday 25th May 2016 – Farewell   
 
Transfer to Dublin Airport for your journey home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


